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AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 28TH CONNECTIONAL CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION & YOUTH CONGRESS

GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIR

On behalf of the Commission on Christian Education of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, our dedicated, devoted, committed, and hardworking, Executive Director, Rev. Dr. 
Garland F. Pierce and his loyal staff, I welcome all of you from     across the connection and 
globe. Let us never forget our purpose as we gather in Atlanta, a city known as one of the 
historic sites of the Civil Rights Movement in America, which remains a model for global 
freedom, equality, human dignity, and the struggle for social, political, and economic justice. 
May our gathering and brief stay reinvigorate us to become agents for positive change and 
transformation in the world.  

I am excited about our theme, “Walking Woke”, based on Micah 6:8.  The Word of God 
calls us to act justly, not only perform religious acts, but to work for and seek justice for all 
people, especially those who are victims of abuse, mistreatment, and injustice, and show 
compassion.  It also calls us to walk faithfully and humbly in the way of the Lord.  One of 
the primary tasks of Christian Education is to teach disciples how to walk, live and become 
God’s ambassadors on earth.  In this spirit and mission, this gathering has been designed 
to inspire, instruct, reinvigorate, and replenish us for excellent service in our Zion.  

May I express our collective thanks to Rev. Dr. Garland F. Pierce, our beloved Executive 
Director of the Department of Christian Education, his super, fantastic staff, and the many 
wonderful and committed volunteers who have worked to bring this global gathering to 
fruition.  The program has been carefully and thoughtfully planned to help us explore our 
connectional theme, “The African Methodist Episcopal Church:  A Social Justice and Liber-
ating Faith,” gain new knowledge, skills, and go deeper into the Word of God.

Finally, I thank my colleague, the dynamic social justice conscious and drum major for social 
justice and equality, Bishop Reginald T. Jackson, the President of the Council of Bishops, as 
well as his beautiful, intelligent, and wonderful Supervisor Christy Davis Jackson and the 
super special Sixth Episcopal District for their gracious hosting of this Congress.

Bishop David Rwhynica Daniels, Jr.
Presiding Prelate, Fifteenth Episcopal District
Chair, Commission on Christian Education
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GREETINGS FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

To the Bishops and leaders of the church, both clergy and lay at every level, Christian educa-
tors, young adults, youth, my brothers and sisters in Christ, friends, and visitors, I greet you in 
the name of the Master Teacher, Jesus Christ!

I add my welcome to that of our chair, Bishop David Rwhynica Daniels, Jr., overjoyed by your 
presence at the 28th Connectional Christian Education and Youth Congress of the AME Church.

This year marks the 111th year since the first Connectional Christian Education Congress held in 
1907 in Nashville.  Much has changed since then—how we traveled here, technology; but, much 
sadly remains too similar—racism and violence against black and brown bodies and many oth-
er social ills.  The Word of God remains the same, as does its power to save, set free, call, shed 
light, and give hope.  The teaching ministry of the church is as needed and can be as powerful 
as it was in 1907.  We believe this; that is why we gather still. 

We gather under the banner of the theme, Walking Woke.  Based on Micah 6:8, “and what does 
the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God?” this theme is in keeping with the denomination’s overall quadrennial theme of “A Social 
Justice and Liberating Faith”.  Likewise, it is in keeping with the Department of Christian Ed-
ucation’s traditional motto: Light, Freedom, Truth: Light to see the Truth, Freedom to make it 
Known. This theme is related to the World Council of Churches’ current focus on “The Pilgrim 
of Justice and Peace.” Given the current climate in the US and other places in the world and 
the demand of millennials and those involved in Black Lives Matter and other movements that 
we be woke (fully conscious of the injustices in the world) and working for justice, the theme 
has relevance for those attending this gathering. Walking is also significant given that the AME 
Church is a global church and in many parts of the world, walking still is the primary mode of 
transportation for many.  This theme frames our worship, plenaries, learning labs, and even our 
interactive prayer room.

Again as expressed by our Chair, we are thankful to all who have made this gathering possi-
ble.  We thank our sponsors and program content partners who because of their passion and 
common witness have offered support to this Congress.  We are thankful to every preacher, 
presenter, registrant, volunteer, and the staff members of the department and denomination, 
the supporting congregations, and the hotel for helping to make this possible.  By name, we 
must thank Bishop Daniels for his support and encouragement as Chair.  Likewise, this would 
not have been possible without the gracious hosting of Bishop Reginald T. Jackson, Supervi-
sor Christy Davis Jackson, Sixth Episcopal District Chair and Director of the Board of Christian 
Education, Dr. William Watley and Rev. Jai Haithco, respectively, and the wonderfully faithful 
family of the Sixth Episcopal District.

Let us worship!  Let us learn!  Let us reflect!  Let us fellowship!  Let us share!  Let us Walk 
WOKE!

Rev. Garland F. Pierce, Executive Director
Department of Christian Education
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28TH CONNECTIONAL CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH CONGRESS

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27, 2018

2pm Registration begins  Grand Ballroom Foyer (3rd Floor)
  Micah Market (Vendor/Exhibition Space) 

Georgia Ballroom (1st Floor)

Micah 6:8 Pilgrimages—Local exposures/tours—King Center, Auburn Avenue, Carter 
Center, AU Center, Georgia Aquarium, World of Coke—On your own.  All are encouraged 
to not travel alone for these tours.  For more information:  https://www.atlanta.net/ 

7pm Council of Bishops’ Worship Service
  The Cathedral at Turner Chapel AME Church

492 North Marietta Pkwy NE
Marietta, GA 30060

THURSDAY, JUNE 28, 2018 | DO JUSTICE

Thursdays in Black (Participants are invited to wear black to stand in solidarity to say, “No” 
to gender-based violence:  https://www.oikoumene.org/en/get-involved/thursdays-in-black)

7:30 Registration opens  Grand Ballroom Foyer (3rd Floor)

9:00-10:45 Opening Plenary Grand Ballroom Foyer  (3rd Floor)
  Rev. Dr. Obery Hendricks, Keynote Speaker

11:00-12:30 Opening Worship Service Grand Ballroom Foyer (3rd Floor)
Bishop McKinley Young, Senior Bishop, Preacher

12:30-2:00 Lunch (on your own)

12:30-4:00 CDMC rehearsal Grand Ballroom (3rd Floor)

2:00-3:30 Learning Labs

3:30-4:00  Break (snacks provided)  Micah Market 
  (Vendor/Exhibition Space) Georgia Ballroom (1st Floor) 

4:00-5:30 Learning Labs

5:30 Dinner  (on your own)

7:30-9:00 Debutante and Master Dedication Ceremony Grand Ballroom Foyer 
  (3rd Floor)

Program book.indd   7Program book.indd   7 6/22/18   4:20 PM6/22/18   4:20 PM



8

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

  28TH CONNECTIONAL CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION & YOUTH CONGRESS

FRIDAY, JUNE 29, 2018

7:30 Registration opens  Grand Ballroom Foyer (3rd Floor)

8:00 Micah Justice Mash-Up Plenary  Grand Ballroom  
(3rd Floor)

Mr. Tom Steyer, Rev. Dr. Michael Waters with DJ Suave Burgandy, moderated by Mr. Joshua 
DuBois and Rev. Dr. Jennifer S. Leath

10:15-11:45 Learning Labs

12:00-1:00 Hour of Power Worship Service Grand Ballroom   (3rd Floor)
Rev. Katherine Brooks, Preacher

1:00-2:30 Lunch  (on your own)

2:30-4:00 Learning Labs

4:00-4:15 Break  (snacks provided)  Micah Market (Vendor/Exhibition Space)  
Georgia Ballroom (1st Floor)

4:15-5:45 Ministries Meetings and Elections

5:45- Dinner  (on your own)

6:00-7:30 AAMES Award Dinner  (ticketed event)

8:00-9:30 An Evening of Music and the Christian Arts Grand Ballroom  (3rd Floor)
  
10:00-12:00 RAYAC Vibes Athens Room  (2nd Floor)

SATURDAY, JUNE 30, 2018 | WALK HUMBLY WITH YOUR GOD

T-SHIRT DAY

8:15 Gathering for the Micah 6:8 Walk

8:30-10:30 Micah 6:8 Prayer, Justice, and Compassion Walk
  From the Sheraton Hotel to Big Bethel AME Church and back

10:30-11:00 Break  (snacks provided)  Micah Market (Vendor/Exhibition Space)
  Georgia Ballroom (1st Floor)

11:00-12:30 Closing/Commissioning Service 
Grand Ballroom 

Traveling mercies
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ABOUT THIS GATHERING: 
WORSHIP!  LEARN! REFLECT! 

FELLOWSHIP!  SHARE! WALK WOKE!
PROGRAM FEATURES
Micah 6:8 Pilgrimages
Atlanta is rich in history, culture, and excitement!  It is viewed as a key historical site for the Civil 
Rights Movement in the 20th Century. It also is home to many historic institutions of higher 
education, including our own, Morris Brown College.  We believe that Atlanta itself is a living 
learning laboratory, with sites and attractions that call teach us about the call to a justice seek-
ing faith---whether it is the King Center, the AU Center, or the Georgia Aquarium or Auburn 
Avenue or the Carter Center, we hope that you will be able to see and learn.  The Congress has 
not formally organized tours; but, we hope that folks will do some sightseeing.  We do not en-
courage folks to venture out on their own.  Find someone to share in this learning experience!  
For more information on things to do in Atlanta, visit https://www.atlanta.net/

Prayer Stations
Be sure to take time and visit the interactive prayer stations available in the dedicated Prayer 
Room on the third floor in the Piedmont Room just off from the main plenary all.  Spend some 
time in prayer and reflection for the matters of your heart, your church and community, your 
ministry, and your world.  You can reflect and explore more on the Congress themes:  gift dis-
covery and our call to our unique ministries, criminal justice, and environmental justice.  The 
criminal justice prayer station was inspired by an art installation by one of our presenters, 
Ndume Olatushani, a criminal justice advocate formerly incarcerated for a crime he did not 
commit.  There are instructions at each station that can guide you in prayer and meditation.  
You are free to take pictures and video; but, we ask that you be quiet and do not disrupt others 
who may be praying and reflecting.  We are thankful to Ms. Charlene Ugwu, member of Kairos 
Community AME Church, Nashville, TN, for designing and constructing the prayer stations.

IN THE PLENARY AND WORSHIP SPACE, you will see a thematic installation in the center of 
the room.  It also is to inspire reflection and prayer on the Congress theme.  We are called to 
walk in awareness of our gifts and how we are to use them to work for justice for all of us and 
creation.  We walk, guided by the Word of God and in the light of Christ.  The nine pairs of 
shoes pay homage to the Emanuel 9 murdered on June 17, 2015 during Bible Study at Mother 
Emanuel AME Church; Charleston, SC:  Rev. Sharonda Coleman-Singleton, Ms. Cynthia Marie 
Graham Hurd, Ms. Susie J. Jackson, Ms. Ethel Lee Lance, Rev. DePayne Middleton, Honorable 
Rev. Clementa C. Pinckney, Mr. Tywanza Sanders, Rev. Daniel L. Simmons, Ms. Myra Singleton 
Thompson.  The candles represent those who survived that horrific tragedy:  Ms. Felicia Sand-
ers, Ms. Polly Sheppard, Ms. Jennifer Pinckney, Rev. Anthony Thompson, and two minors.

Advocacy and Compassion Actions
Thursdays in Black
We could take a stand for justice in the world by engaging in many different actions.  At 
this Congress, we chose Thursdays in Black.  During our opening program day, all are 
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encouraged to wear black—dressy or casual is fine—but BLACK.  Long before #metoo 
or wearing black at the Oscars Award Show, there was Thursdays in Black. It is a global 
campaign. Through the simple gesture of wearing black on Thursdays, we promote an 
end to violence against women and girls. We have provided you with a TIB button and 
brochure as part of your registration kit.  #ThursdaysinBlack.   

Micah 6:8 Prayer, Justice, Compassion Walk

The AME Church is a member of Church World Service, a church based mission and 
humanitarian relief agency founded in 1946. One of the signature funding initiatives for 
this important work in the US and abroad is the CROP Hunger Walks. The Congress’ ex-
pression of the CROP Hunger Walk will be our Saturday Micah 6:8 Prayer, Justice, Com-
passion Walk. We will walk as a group in our WalkingWoke t-shirts from the hotel to Big 
Bethel AME Church (a short distance away) as a symbolic act. We walk in silence as our 
witness to work for justice. At Big Bethel, we will pause to pray for some of the justice 
issues that we are facing. We will then walk back to the hotel lifting our voices, singing 
walking songs of faith and justice. The offering of benevolence during our Thursday 
opening worship service will be our contribution to Church World Service for its ongoing 
work of justice and compassion in the world. The Women’s Mission Society and the De-
partment of Global Ministry and Witness have partnered with the Department of Chris-
tian Education in this effort. We ask that you give generously and walk woke with us! 
(Micheal: if you don’t want to go back to the content sponsors ad to add the WMS and 
Global Witness there, you can add their logos here—however space presents itself)

T H A N K   Y O U

We always give thanks to god for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and stead-
fastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. — 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3

This gathering is the result of the collective efforts and prayers of so many from church 
leadership and staff, preachers and presenters, to volunteers and participants—far too 
many to name without error or omission.  Our deeply heartfelt thanks to all of you!  May 
you be blessed in return for your faithfulness.
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PREACHERS
Bishop McKinley Young
Opening Worship Preacher

A native of Atlanta and a former pastor of Big Bethel AME 
Church, Atlanta, Bishop Young’s first Episcopal assignment was 
to the 15th Episcopal District where he led in the Centennial 
Celebration of African Methodism in Southern Africa.  Bishop 
Young has provided leadership in the Ecumenical Community 
for over 40 years. From 1996-2000 Bishop Young served as 
the Ecumenical and Urban Affairs Officer for the AME Church.  
He has served as presiding prelate in the Tenth, Eleventh, and 
now Third Episcopal District. Bishop Young is Senior Bishop of 

the African Methodist Episcopal Church.

Rev. Katherine P. Brooks
Friday Hour of Power Worship Service

Rev. Katherine P. Brooks is the pastor of Bethel African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, in Bristol, PA since earlier this month.  
Prior to this, She served as pastor of Bethel AME Church, Far 
Rockaway, New York. Prior to her appointment in June 2017, 
she served as pastor of Union A.M.E. Church in Warwick, NY 
for two years and of Emanuel A.M.E. Church in New Rochelle, 
NY for six years.  Rev. Brooks was a founding member and 
officer of the Greater Hartford Interfaith Coalition for Equity 
& Justice. She was also active in Congregations United for Ra-

cial Equality & Justice in Connecticut.

Rev. Dr. Neichelle R. Guidry
Closing/Commissioning Service Preacher

Dr. Guidry is the Dean of Sisters Chapel at Spelman College, 
Atlanta.  She is the creator of shepreaches, a virtual communi-
ty and professional development organization that aspires to 
uplift African-American millennial women in ministry through 
theological reflection, fellowship, and liturgical curation. For six 
years, she served as the Associate Pastor to Young Adults and 
the Liaison to Worship and Arts Ministries in the Office of the 
Senior Pastor at Trinity United Church of Christ on the South 
side of Chicago.  Guidry is the author of Curating a World: Ser-
monic Words from a Young Woman Who Preaches.

B
O

A
C
t
C
Y
f
t
H
n

the African Methodist EpEp

R
F

R
o
P
R
s
f
N
o
&

cial Eqquality & Justice in

R
C

D
A
t
u
t
y
t
S
s
m

Program book.indd   11Program book.indd   11 6/22/18   4:20 PM6/22/18   4:20 PM



12

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

  28TH CONNECTIONAL CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION & YOUTH CONGRESS

PLENARIES
THURSDAY, JUNE 28 OPENING PLENARY
We begin our first full day of Congress gathered in plenary.  Senior AME scholar, Rev. Dr. 
Obery M. Hendricks, Jr. will lay a Biblical and theological foundation to help us explore 
our Congress theme and our call to live out a justice-seeking faith.

Rev. Dr. Obery M. Hendricks, Jr.
A lifelong social activist, Obery Hendricks is one of the foremost 
commentators on the intersection of religion and political economy 
in America. An ordained AME itinerant elder, Hendricks is a 
former president of Payne Theological Seminary. He is the author 
of The Politics of Jesus: Rediscovering the True Revolutionary 
Nature of Jesus’ Teachings and How They Have Been Corrupted
(Doubleday, 2006) and The Universe Bends Toward Justice: 
Radical Reflections on the Bible, the Church and the Body Politic
(Orbis, 2011). Dr. Hendricks is currently a Senior Fellow at The 
Opportunity Agenda, a social justice communications think tank; 
a Visiting Scholar at Columbia University, with appointments 
in the Department of Religion and the Institute for Research in 
African American Studies; and is Emeritus Professor of Biblical 

Interpretation at New York Theological Seminary.

FRIDAY, JUNE 30  MICAH JUSTICE MASH UP
What do we learn about our call to justice when we hear from a philanthropist/activist, 
a former White House advisor, a Pastor-Activist, a professor of religion and social justice 
and a DJ?  In this plenary, we walk with Mr. Tom Steyer, Rev. Dr. Michael Waters, and DJ 
Suave Burgandy, with guides, Mr. Joshua DuBois and Rev. Dr. Jennifer S. Leath.

Mr. Tom Steyer

Mr. Steyer founded a successful California business, which he left 
to work full-time on nonprofit and advocacy efforts. He served 
as President of NextGen Climate, an organization he founded 
in 2013 to prevent climate disaster and promote prosperity 
for all Americans. In 2017, NextGen Climate expanded their 
progressive fight to include immigration, health care, prosperity, 
and equality — as NextGen America.  
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Rev. Dr. Michael Waters

Activist-Writer-Pastor, Dr. Waters is the founding pastor of Joy 
Tabernacle AME Church in Dallas, TX.  Waters is the author of 
Freestyle:  Reflections on Faith, Family, Justice, and Pop Culture 
and Stakes is High:  Race, Faith, and Hope for America.

DJ Suave Burgandy

Suave Burgandy is a DJ and 
a recording artist.  Burgandy 
also heads the media minis-

try at Joy Tabernacle African 
Methodist Episcopal Church 

in Dallas, TX.

Rev. Dr. Jennifer S. Leath

Dr. Leath is the Assistant of Religion 
and Social Justice at Iliff School of Theology in Denver, CO.  Dr. 
Leath is also an Itinerant Elder in the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church where she has served as pastor in White Plains, New York, 
and in Media, Pennsylvania; and, she has served as an associate 
pastor at churches in Philadelphia, New York, and New England.  
She currently is the pastor of Campbell Chapel AME Church in 
Denver, CO.

Mr. Joshua DuBois

Mr. Joshua DuBois is a son of the A.M.E. 
Church and was President Obama’s Director 

of Faith-based and Neighborhood Partner-
ships. He is the author of The President’s 

Devotional: The Daily Readings that Inspired 
President Obama. DuBois leads a  consulting 

firm, Values Partnerships that helps private 
and nonprofit institutions partner with the 

faith community to solve big challenges.
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LEARNING LABS
The planners have attempted to have learning lab offerings that cover a wide array of 
themes for everyone across the lifespan. While age and stage appropriate learning has 
much value and effectiveness, the planners also believe that there is valuable learning 
gained from intergenerational learning experiences. Several of our learning labs inten-
tionally are designed to be intergenerational—open to all ages. These are denoted by 
(INTERGENERATIONAL).

INFORMATION SESSION
Bishops, Presiding Elders, Pastors, and District Administrators are invited to a special 
information session to learn more about the new data management system for the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church.  Join us in connecting the connection.

When: Thursday, June 28, 2018
2:00 PM -  3:30 PM

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CERTIFICATION COURSES

These satisfy the current requirements for the certification program.  To receive credit, 
learners must participate in the full 3.0 hour (Two 1.5 hour sessions).

New Testament Survey
This course will examine the books of the New Testament and their relationship to the 
overall meaning of the Gospel and the Early Church.
Presenter:  Rev. Michael J. Brown, PhD, President, Payne Theological Seminary

Lesson Planning
This course will aid in the preparation and design of a Sunday School lesson.
Presenter:  Rev. Cynthia Parnell MacDonald, PhD, Professor at ITC

A.M.E. Polity and Christian Education
This course explores the history of the teaching ministry in the AME Church and how 
these themes can enhance and promote effective Christian Education in the contempo-
rary context.  The instructor will draw heavily from his book, The Romance of Teaching 
in the Wesleyan African Methodist Tradition. 
Presenter:  Rev. Kenneth Hill, PhD, Retired Executive Director, AMEC Department of 
Christian Education

EXPLORING THE CONNECTIONAL THEMES

Criminal Justice (July 2017-June 2018)
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Ending Mass Incarceration and the Cradle to Prison Pipeline
Mass incarceration is a powerful example of systemic injustice that even can impact the 
innocent and falsely accused.  Our partners from the Children’s Defense Fund will lead 
this learning lab on dismantling the cradle to prison pipeline through congregational 
witness and work, including work to end the criminalization of children and youth of 
color and creating alternatives such as CDF Freedom Schools.  

Presenters:
Mr. Rahim Buford 
Mr. Ndume Oltushani, artist and organizer (His artwork served as the inspiration of our 
Criminal Justice prayer station. Visit the Prayer Room (Piedmont, 3rd Floor)
Rev. Janet Wolf, Public Theology and Dismantling Prison Pipeline, Children’s Defense Fund

Ministering to the Incarcerated and their Families
Incarceration has a profound effect on the incarcerated as well as the incarcerated person’s 
family. Prison Fellowship is a ministry that addresses these needs. Prison Fellowship and its 
Angel Tree Program are partners with the AME Church’s Women’s Missionary Society and Sons 
of Allen. Ministry colleagues will share more about this important work in this learning lab. It 
will also include conversation partners who are former Angel Tree recipients and ex-offenders.
The team that we have includes:
Karma Johnson, Angel Tree Program Specialist
Sharon Williams, Angel Tree Program Specialist
Deborah Daniels, Prison Fellowship Area Director
James Murray, Prison Fellowship Field Director

Environmental Justice (July 2018-June 2019)

Themes and Strategies related to Ecological Justice
This learning lab will help pastors and particularly Christian educators have an introduction 
to some of the issues related to ecological justice, particularly as they effect Africans, Afri-
can Americans, and those of the African Diaspora.  It will help learners think about and plan 
how local congregations might get involved to address these concerns in response to our 
call to care for God’s creation.

Presenter:  Rev. Mariama White Hammond, Associate Minister for Ecological Justice, 
Bethel AME Church; Boston, MA (1st Episcopal District)

GENERAL 

Google Connected Churches Training (INTERGENERATIONAL)
Google is the sponsor of this learning lab.  It is designed to help tweens and teens take the tech 
knowledge they have and us it in the various ministries of the church.  Some of the young people 
from the earlier Youth Edition learning lab will assist as trainers in this adults training session.

Cultivating the Next Generation of Leaders
The Forum for Theological Exploration is the sponsor of this learning lab.  It will explore 
how to create an atmosphere and culture in a congregation so that everyone can use 
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their gifts for the building up of the whole body and everyone can recognize, affirm, 
and support the gifts in others.  We will discuss what needs to happen in congregations 
and the larger church so that leaders are always emerging and stepping into roles that 
advance the cause of Christ and bear witness to a justice-seeking faith.  

Presenter:  Rev. Darlene Hutto (6th Episcopal District) Director of Strategic Initiatives for 
Leadership Networks, Forum for Theological Exploration

Teaching Woke:  The AMEC Adult Church School Curriculum
The AMEC Publishing House is the sponsor of this learning lab. Beginning with the Fall 2018 
quarter, the AMEC Adult Church School Curriculum will reflect some exciting new changes. 
This newly fashioned lesson development employs the power of storytelling as the means 
through which our religious commitments are shared in our Church School classes. The new 
curriculum will continue to explore the biblical text, in conversation with relevant examples 
from the history and cultures African Americans, Africa, and the African Diaspora as well as 
popular culture and current events, to inspire a new type of engagement with our commit-
ment to the Gospel. One of the lessons from the curriculum will be taught as a demonstra-
tion as to how the curriculum can come alive in the study session.

Presenter:  Mr. Corwin M. Davis, 13th Episcopal District

Christian Education and Local Church Ministry
This learning lab is an excellent introduction to Christian Education in the local AME 
Church.  Whether just appointed to serve as Christian Education Director or been work-
ing in the teaching ministry for decades, the presentation and discussion, utilizing re-
al-life scenarios as well as church structure, will give helpful insight on organizing for a 
coherent and cohesive teaching ministry across the congregation.

Presenter:  Rev. Dr. Daryl B. Ingram (3rd Episcopal District) Former Executive Director of 
the AMEC Department of Christian Education

Dialogue on Ministry with Millennials in the AME Church
The Lilly Endowment has funded several research projects for colleges, universities, and 
seminaries exploring vital ministry with millennials (young adults).  This learning lab will 
share some of the initial findings coming out of the research project at Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary.  The learning lab will also be a space for honest dialogue on the 
issues at stake when it comes to faith formation and leader development for this age 
group in the context of the AME Church.  The aim is to begin the process of naming the 
hopes, addressing the fears, and beginning to walk into a new future in our Zion.

Presenter:  Rev. Reginald Blount (4th Episcopal District), Vice Chair, Commission on Christian 
Education
Assistant Professor of Formation, Youth, and Culture, Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary; Evanston, IL
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FOR CLERGY

The Haves and the Have Nots
This learning lab for clergy largely is based on a book by the presenter, The Haves and 
Have-Nots: Guidelines for Leading Congregational Change and Economically Empowering 
Poor Communities.  It will focus on how to do effective ministry in the context of poor 
and economically struggling communities.

Presenter: Rev. Dr. John Green, Dean, Turner Theological Seminary, ITC, Atlanta

FOR YOUTH

Google Connected Churches Training:  YOUTH EDITION
Google is the sponsor of this learning lab.  It is designed to help tweens and teens take 
the tech knowledge they have and us it in the various ministries of the church.  Some of 
the young people will be asked to assist as trainers in the later adults training session.

Knowing your Gifts, Using your Gifts
This interactive learning lab is designed for children and youth related to knowing the gifts 
that God has given them and figuring out how to use those gifts for God.  Participants 
will discuss what ministry is and is not and all the many ways we can use our gifts for 
God, God’s people, and God’s world.

Presenter:  Rev. Tashara Void, 6th Episcopal District

God’s World, Our Call:  For Youth and Those Who Teach Them (INTERGENERATIONAL)
The Fall 2018 Church School Curriculum (AMEC and others) in the month of August will focus 
on Creation as told in the book of Genesis. The timing is perfect since our 2018 Connectional 
Theme is on Environmental Justice. This learning lab will actually be taught by the teacher who 
wrote the Church School Curriculum for Fall 2018! Participants will learn about the Creation 
stories, God’s desire for us and the creation, and how we can do our part. This learning lab is 
for tweens and teens! It is also for adults who teach tweens and teens in Church School; it is an 
excellent opportunity for teachers to see the lessons taught by the curriculum writer and have 
an opportunity to speak with them as well for ideas on how to teach these lessons.

Presenter: Rev. Dr. Karma Johnson, 6th Episcopal District, Intermediate Level AMEC Curriculum 
Writer

FOR CHILDREN

God’s World, Our Call:  For Children and Those Who Teach Them (INTERGENERATIONAL)
The Fall 2018 Church School Curriculum (AMEC and others) in the month of August will 
focus on Creation as told in the book of Genesis.  The timing is perfect since our 2018 
Connectional Theme is on Environmental Justice.  This learning lab will actually be taught 
by the teacher who wrote the Church School Curriculum for Fall 2018!  Participants will 
learn about the Creation stories, God’s desire for us and the creation, and how we can 
do our part.  This learning lab is for children!  It is also for adults who teach children in 
Church School; it is an excellent opportunity for teachers to see the lessons taught by 
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the curriculum writer and have an opportunity to speak with them as well for ideas on 
how to teach these lessons.

Presenter:  Rev. Christal Bell, 4th Episcopal District Christian Education Director, Junior 
Level AMEC Curriculum Writer

MUSIC AND THE CHRISTIAN ARTS

Praise and Worship: It’s Personal
When one leads or simply engages in praise and worship, it is not performance but 
personal. This learning lab is a general introduction to the Biblical and theological 
foundations and general principles of praise and worship.  

Rev. Carolyn Brailsford, Episcopal Supervisor of the 20th Episcopal District of the AME Church

No Gimmicks:  Relevancy, Excellence, and Consistency
This learning lab will appeal to those contemplating, beginning or fully vested in Ministry 
and challenge participants to see music ministry as a spiritual journey.  

Presenter:  Dr. Leo Davis, Minister of Music, Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ); Memphis, TN

Youth and Young Adult Choir (INTERGENERATIONAL)
Come and join your voices, learning and singing some familiar and some new songs 
to the glory of God.  The music from this learning lab will be shared in the closing/
commissioning service on Saturday.

Presenter:  Mr. Adrian L. Dunn (4th Episcopal District), MCAM Director of Children, Youth, 
and Young Adults

Drama as Christian Education and Worship Expression
As the title suggests, this learning lab will explore the power of drama in the teaching 
ministry and in worship. Learners will share in interactive exercises that will help tell the 
good news of Jesus in powerful new ways.

Presenter:  Rev. Tamar Mitchell, 4th Episcopal District

PRAY WOKE: Addressing the Prayer Life of Today’s Movement (INTERGENERATIONAL)
This learning lab deals with the importance of prayer in liturgical dance.  The model is 
one of teaching (lecture) then application (doing).  

Presenter: Rev. Stephanie Butler-Adams (5th Episcopal District), MCAM Director of Dance

DANCE WOKE: Sacred Artistry in Today’s Political Climate (INTERGENERATIONAL)
You will move in the spirit in this learning lab, learning how faithfully to bear witness to a jus-
tice-seeking faith through motion. The model is one of teaching (lecture) then application (doing).
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Presenter: Rev. Stephanie Butler-Adams (5th Episcopal District), MCAM Director of Dance
Hearts and Hands:  Visual and Creative Arts  (INTERGENERATIONAL)
This is a hands-on learning lab when you will use the creative arts in a variety of media 
to express your faith and tell of God’s love.

Presenter:  Rev. Margaret V. L. Tyson, 3rd Episcopal District

YOUTH MINISTRY AND SCOUTING

An Open Dialogue on the Future of Youth Ministry in the AME Church
As the title suggests, this will be an open dialogue among all interested persons about 
the future of youth ministry in the AME Church.  It will explore challenges, points of syn-
ergy among the various expressions of ministry with youth that currently exist within the 
church, and begin to think toward possible strategies for coordination and collaboration 
in order to make strong and committed young disciples.

Presenter:  Rev. Samuel L. Green, Jr. 7th Episcopal District Christian Education Director

How to Grow Scouting in Your Church 
This lab will discuss three subjects: How to start a scout unit in your church, how to grow 
and maintain a strong scout unit, and how to get our scouts to Gold and Eagle rank. 

Presenters:
Mr. James Bell   (3rd Episcopal District) 
Ms. Michele Neal  (4th Episcopal District) 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (S.T.E.M.) for Our Scouts Our Church 
This lab will explore how our scouts and churches can prepare for the future by using the 
scouting program to give youth a solid S.T.E.M. foundation. 

Presenters:
Mr. Anthony Franklin (4th) 
Mr. Maurice Hamilton (2nd) 
Rev. Linda Saffore-Brown (13th) 

AME and Scout Chaplains & Chaplain Aides and Adult and Youth Service Awards and Emblems 
This lab will be on the need for AME ministers to serve as scout chaplains, to introduce 
the requirements for youth chaplain aides, and to roll out the various Religious and Ser-
vice Awards available to our scouts and church leaders.  

Presenters: 
Mr. Robert McRath  (5th) 
Rev. Linda Saffore-Brown  (13th)  
Rev. Dr. Missiouri McPhee (11th) 

Emergency Preparedness Initiative 
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This lab’s goal is to prepare a program that both Boy Scout and Girl Scout units can use 
to become certified as an Emergency Preparedness Unit so they can help their family, 
church, and community.  

Presenters:
Mr. Durwin Coppock  (1st) 
Ms. Tammy Davis  (9th) 
Mr. Christopher D. Parris, Sr. (2nd) 

HEALTH COMMISSION TRACK

The Department of Christian Education is thankful for the partnership with the AME 
Church Health Commission and is pleased to offer this track of learning labs.

What effective religious leaders should know about HIV/AIDS”: A HIV Education for Clergy 
and Lay Leaders - 3 hours required (attendance at both sessions is required for certification)
This will meet the requirements as passed by the 50th General Conference:
“Clergy, at all levels, and appointed or elected officers shall be required to obtain a basic 
scientific foundation to understand HIV/AIDS. This can be summarized as ‘What effective 
religious leaders should know about HIV/AIDS (see content below). Mandatory training shall 
be provided annually throughout each Episcopal District, at ongoing or special planned 
sessions as directed by the Presiding Bishop and Presiding Elders. Each clergy person or 
officer is required to be certified and/or updated at least once every four years through 
this offering. The annual training should provide at least three or more contact hours about 
HIV/AIDS. Content should provide understanding of: (1) current prevalence and impacts of 
the HIV/AIDS pandemic in local communities and globally, (2) the biology of the virus and 
its disease, (3) community resources available, and (4) practical ways religious leaders can 
help to eliminate HIV infection, AIDS and death from AIDS-related causes.”

Presenter:  Rev. Oveta Fuller, PhD

Partnerships and the need for Memorandum of Understanding/Agreements 
This learning lab helps learners understand the importance of health ministry partnerships.  
It also shares how clearly defined goals, roles, and other terms foster clarity and effective 
collaboration in health ministry.

Presenter:  Rev. Miriam J. Burnett, MD, MPH 

Joyful Ways to Connect with Persons Who are Differently-Abled: Bridging the Gap in 
Church School, Bible Study, and on Sunday Morning 
This learning lab will give a brief overview of different types of disabilities and then give 
practical examples of how to make Church School, Bible Study, and Sunday Worship acces-
sible for persons who are differently-abled. Participants will be invited to discuss the Biblical 
imperative for being intentional about including all people, including persons who are differ-
ently-abled. Excerpts from the 2016 AME Book of Discipline will be one resource used.

Presenter:  Rev. Marion Crayton, ED
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Mental Illness and Suicidal Ideation. How we can help, give hope and a future. A call to 
Action and Hope for Those in Crisis 
This presentation will help increase mental health awareness in our churches and 
communities by addressing a number of important topics:
 •  The signs and symptoms of mental health concerns, including Alzheimer’s disease, 

suicidal ideation and depression
 • How to talk about mental health and decrease stigma
 •  The types of mental health services and supports available, including education and 

support programs

Presenter:  Rev. Ann Marie Bentsi-Addison Posey, CNM, CNS, MSN, MDiv, LSSGB

Walking Woke With a Untroubled Heart
The heart is the core of our being. In this learning lab, Scripture will be discussed as well 
as how we can stop allowing ourselves to be agitated, intimidated, fearful, and unsettled. 
We will investigate steps to help us to stop worrying during these times.

Presenter:  Exhorter Gwendolyn Butler Williams

Culinary RX - Food as Medicine 
AME Culinary Rx is the first faith based online nutrition and culinary 60 day Wellness 
Journey. In partnership with Rouxbe the world’s largest online Culinary program and the 
American Cancer Society, the International Health Commission of the AME church pres-
ents evidence based research on how to fight and prevent disease. It is imperative that 
we equip the body of Christ on how promote physical wellness and inform the churches 
of the importance of offering healthy and nutritious food at all church events.

Presenter:  Rev. Natalie Mitchem, RD

Heart Disease, and CPR Hands Only and AED training (2 duplicate sessions) 
(INTERGENERATIONAL)
This learning lab is hands on and will introduce facts regarding heart disease and allow 
participants the opportunity to gain the potentially life-saving skills of CPR and the use 
of the AED.

Presenters:  Rev. Miriam J. Burnett, MD, MPH and Rev. Natalie Mitchem, RD
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

This time is to be a time of community, worshipping, learning, teaching, and sharing 
together. This happens best when there is mutual respect for each other’s perspectives 
and personhood. Our conduct is governed first by Scripture—they will know we are Christ’s 
disciples by how we love one another. Likewise, we are governed by the laws of the church 
and this meeting locale, particularly as it relates to matters of abuse, crime, and harassment. 
Congress is a no bullying, no harassment zone! If violations occur, please report them to the 
meeting organizers. Our participation in this gathering implies our assent to these guidelines 
for our time together.

Caring for each other
Congress registered adult chaperones are required for our Congress participants under 18 
years old. Our episcopal districts are diligent about background checks for the protection of 
minors. Registration and participation in this gathering assumes that adults in this role have 
fulfilled this requirement of their respective episcopal districts. If we see something out of 
the ordinary or anyone in this gathering in distress or danger, please report it immediately to 
Congress organizers and hotel staff.  

Caution: This hotel property has a swimming pool for the enjoyment of registered guests 
of the hotel. Persons under 18 years old must be accompanied by an adult when in the pool 
area. Neither the hotel nor the Congress has provided certified lifeguards.  

We want to capture the important moments of our gathering through photos and videogra-
phy. Your registration gives implied consent that your image may be recorded and used by 
the Department of Christian Education in the promotion of its work and mission.  If you do 
not consent to this, you must indicate this in writing and give it to the Department of Chris-
tian Education by June 30, 2018, 1pm Eastern.

We ask you to silence all devices when in plenaries, worship services, learning labs and busi-
ness meetings. This is a sign of respect to others and reduces distractions and interruptions.

Chaplains
Rev. Jai Haithco, Sixth Episcopal District Christian Education Director, and Rev. Toni Belin 
Ingram, pastor of Greater Turner Memorial AMEC, Atlanta, are our Congress chaplains.  They 
both are experienced pastors and are available should they be needed. If during programming 
hours, contact the help desk in the registration area to get in touch with them.  They will also 
regularly stop by the prayer room.

What happens at Congress does not and cannot stay here!

This time together is to be engaging and interactive.  It should not be an isolated event.  The 
planners hope that while you are here, you think about your church, your ministry, and your 
community beyond this time.  How can what is learned and experienced here serve you 
and yours when you return home?  Who else needs to know what you have learned here?  
How will you share?  How will you use what you have gained at this gathering?  Please use 
the Learning Guide to help you capture what you have learned and will share.  You do not 
have to wait until you get home to share about what you are learning and experiencing!  Use 
social media to spread the word!

 Meeting hashtags: #WalkingWoke  #IamAME  #AMECECongress18
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LEARNING GUIDE
This is a small tool to help you begin to process what you are learning and experiencing.  
It can be used to reflect on worship, plenaries, learning labs, and your private and infor-
mal times during these days.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27

What did I already know?   ____________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Insights that I must remember:  _________

___________________________________

___________________________________

What questions do I still have?  _________

___________________________________

___________________________________

New insights from the Scripture:  _______

___________________________________

___________________________________

How will I use this information when I 
leave?   ____________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

I will share what I have learned/experienced 
with:  (Names)   _____________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

I will follow up with:   _________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

THURSDAY, JUNE 28

What did I already know?   ____________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Insights that I must remember:   ________

___________________________________

___________________________________

What questions do I still have?  _________

___________________________________

___________________________________

New insights from the Scripture:   _______

___________________________________

___________________________________

How will I use this information when I leave?
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

I will share what I have learned/experienced 
with:  (Names)   _____________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
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I will follow up with:   _________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

FRIDAY, JUNE 29

What did I already know?   ____________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Insights that I must remember: _________

___________________________________

___________________________________

What questions do I still have? _________

___________________________________

___________________________________

New insights from the Scripture:   _______

___________________________________

___________________________________

How will I use this information when I 
leave?   ____________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

I will share what I have learned/experienced 
with:  (Names)   _____________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

I will follow up with:   _________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

SATURDAY, JUNE 30

What did I already know?   ____________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Insights that I must remember: _________

___________________________________

___________________________________

What questions do I still have? _________

___________________________________

___________________________________

New insights from the Scripture:   _______

___________________________________

___________________________________

How will I use this information when I 
leave?   ____________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

I will share what I have learned/experienced 
with:  (Names)   _____________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

I will follow up with:   _________________

___________________________________
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